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What obligations do journalists have to avoid disappearing the history of persons with environmental 
sensitivities, including methods available to physicians’ to fulfill their obligation to identify such 
patients so as to be in a position to not cause them preventable harm? 
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Journalists have a significant role in ensuring the visibility and proper representation of persons with 
environmental sensitivities, particularly given past tendencies to overlook or simplify the complexities 
of this issue. Here are some specific obligations journalists have when covering this topic: 


Historical Accuracy: Journalists should strive to accurately represent the history of environmental 
sensitivities, acknowledging how perceptions and treatments have evolved over time. This includes 
recognizing historical terminology and concepts, such as the early use of the term "idiosyncrasies" to 
describe what are now understood as sensitivities, and the development of medical practices 
surrounding these conditions. 


Due Diligence in Medicine: Coverage should explore how the medical community identifies and 
manages patients with environmental sensitivities. Journalists should investigate and report on the 
protocols and methods used by physicians to diagnose and treat such conditions, emphasizing the 
importance of these practices in preventing harm to patients. 


Critical Examination of Current Practices: It is crucial for journalists to critically examine whether 
current medical practices and guidelines adequately protect individuals with environmental 
sensitivities. This involves questioning whether there is sufficient awareness and training among 
healthcare providers to recognize and appropriately respond to these sensitivities. 


Highlighting Disparities and Challenges: Media coverage should highlight any disparities in the 
recognition and treatment of environmental sensitivities across different regions or healthcare systems. 
Journalists should investigate why these disparities exist and their impact on patient care. 


Accountability: Journalists have a duty to hold healthcare providers and systems accountable for lapses 
in care or awareness regarding environmental sensitivities. This includes reporting on failures to follow 
established protocols, overlooking patient histories, or inadequately training medical staff. 


Amplifying Voices: It's important for journalists to amplify the voices of those affected by 
environmental sensitivities, providing a platform for them to share their experiences and challenges. 
This can help humanize the issue and push for changes in policy and practice. 


Educating the Public: Finally, journalists should aim to educate the public about environmental 
sensitivities, including what they are, how they affect individuals, and what can be done to 
accommodate people who live with these conditions. Education is key to fostering understanding and 
empathy, which can lead to better societal support and accommodations. 


By adhering to these obligations, journalists can help ensure that the history and current challenges 
faced by persons with environmental sensitivities are neither ignored nor misrepresented, contributing 
to a more informed and responsive public discourse. 


